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Science, Technology and Innovation Strategy for Africa (STISA-2024) Seminar, Friday 28 

November 2014  

 

Speakers Biographical Information 

 

Prof. Clapperton C. Mavhunga 

 

Clapperton Chakanetsa Mavhunga is an associate professor of science, technology, and 

society. He studied for his doctorate at the University of Michigan, his MA at Wits, and BA 

Honors at the University of Zimbabwe. His work seeks to contribute an African/Global 

Southern dimension to five discourses and practices, which he insists on pluralizing: mobilities, 

sciences, technologies, innovations, and natures. Mavhunga self-describes his work as a 

double act of productive intellectual insurgency-as an STS scholar in African Historical 

Studies, on one hand, and an African scholar in STS, on the other. Out of it, he hopes, might 

emerge new, original ways of thinking about both STS and Africa/the Global South. In 

particular, he is interested in engaging knowledge canon(s) emerging out of Africa 

(indigenous knowledge) and other canons (including Western ones) in dialogue without 

presuming that one is superior to the other. His works, CV, and other details can be found on 

his webpage: https://mit.academia.edu/ClappertonMavhunga. 

 

Mr. Daan du Toit (BA LLB LLM – born 1971) 

 

Daan du Toit has held various positions, first in the South African Department of Foreign Affairs 

and since 2002 in the newly established Department of Science and Technology, related to 

South Africa’s international scientific and technological (S&T) cooperation.  This included 

responsibility for establishing and managing the European South African Science and 

Technology Advancement Programme (ESASTAP) - a dedicated platform to promote 

scientific and technological cooperation between South Africa and the European Union.  He 

has also represented South Africa in various multilateral forums dedicated to international 

S&T cooperation, including for example the OECD Global Science Forum, the Group on Earth 

Observations in which establishment he had played a central role and bodies of the United 

Nations.  He has also managed strategic S&T bilateral cooperation partnerships, notably 

establishing an innovation systems cooperation programme between South Africa and 

Finland.   In October 2006, he was appointed as the South African Department of Science 

and Technology’s Senior Science and Technology Representative to the European Union, a 

position based at the South African Mission to the European Union in Brussels where he held 

the position of Minister Counsellor.  In this capacity in addition to overseeing South Africa and 
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Europe he currently represented South Africa on the Joint Expert Group of the Africa-EU 

Science, Information Society and Space Partnership and in the Bureau of the Africa-EU High-

Level Policy Dialogue on Science, Technology and Innovation.  He is also intimately involved 

in South Africa’s participation in the global Square Kilometer Array (SKA) project, to construct 

the world’s largest radio telescope.  He is currently a member of the SKA Organisation’s 

Strategy and Business Development Committee.  With effect from 1 April 2014, he was 

appointed as Deputy Director-General for International Cooperation and Resources in the 

South African Department of Science and Technology, responsible for all aspects of South 

Africa’s international science, technology and innovation partnerships. 

 

Dr. David Ockwell 

 

David Ockwell is an academic and a policy consultant specialising in low carbon energy 

and international development. He is a Senior Lecturer in Geography at the University of 

Sussex, UK, Deputy Director of Research in the ESRC STEPS Centre (Social, Technical and 

Environmental Pathways to Sustainability), a Senior Fellow in the Sussex Energy Group (SPRU) 

and a Fellow of the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research. David has led research 

collaborations with partners in developing countries (Kenya, India and China) and provided 

policy advice to inter-governmental organisations (including the UN Framework Convention 

on Climate Change Secretariat, African Development Bank, Commonwealth Secretariat 

and OECD Environment Directorate) and governmental departments in developed and 

developing countries (including the UK, India and Chile). 

 

Prof. Gillian Marcelle 

 
Gillian Marcelle is an active policy and academic research scholar with more than twenty 

years of experience gained in developed and developing country settings and has a well 

established reputation in innovation management and policy in South Africa and 

internationally. She trained as an economist at the University of the West Indies, Trinidad and 

the Kiel Institute of World Economics, Germany, earned an MBA at George Washington 

University and read for her doctorate in Science and Technology Policy at SPRU, a 

preeminent research institute based at Sussex University (UK).  

 

Professor Gillian Marcelle serves as the head of the Centre for Science Technology and 

Innovation Indicators (CeSTII) which is a project of the South African Human Sciences 

Research Council. She has also held an appointment as a Visiting Research Scholar at the 

Tata Centre for Technology and Design, a project of the MIT Energy Initiative, 

http://tatacenter.mit.edu/ based at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), 
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Cambridge, Massachusetts. She joined the HSRC after a period of six years at Wits University 

where she designed and taught a specialist postgraduate programme on innovation studies.  

Prior to joining Wits University in 2008, she has held teaching and research positions at City 

University (UK), University of East London (UK), the University of the West Indies (Trinidad and 

Tobago) and University of Sussex (UK).  

 

Mr. Chux Daniels 

Chux Daniels is a Doctoral Researcher at SPRU (Science and Technology Policy Research) 

and Associate Tutor, School of Business, Management and Economics (BMEc), University of 

Sussex, United Kingdom. Prior to joining SPRU, University of Sussex, he worked, mostly, in the 

private sector in roles which included information technology, management, marketing, 

international business and consulting. His research interests include: Science, technology and 

innovation (STI) studies; Capabilities; Public policymaking in government; Business and 

management; Strategy and leadership; and Policy research. 

 

 


